'IRAQ
in alarm, called a meeting of the Interdepartmental Committee,
November loth. The Committee agreed that the first condi-
tion for recovery of confidence and for the future settlement of
the country was the return of Sir Percy Cox. This would be
difficult, however, until the Mandate was announced and he
could act with complete authority,1 The Mandate would
probably not be given before the New Year, but an early
announcement of his impending return was desirable. It was
hardly possible that he could take up his new duties until
the autumn.
In his turn, the Acting Civil Commissioner also realized that
the temper of the country was altering. He assigned, correctly,
much of the change to trans-desert sources but, considering
the authors to be unimportant, he was inclined to underrate
the necessity to take their views — a mistake which was to have
serious consequences. Resentful of the Western Arabia policy,
he was ready to believe that Sharif Husain's inordinate ambi-
tion, that England's golden sovereigns and the Arabs5 love of
plunder were the sole motives behind the movement in the
West. He shut his eyes to the other factors. His contacts with
the Middle East had hitherto been primarily in India, Persia
and the Persian Gulf.2 His first-hand acquaintance with
Arabs and his knowledge of their character had been limited
to the lower Tigris. He had no personal knowledge of the deep
hold which Independence and Nationalism, as abstract ideas,
had upon the Iraqi participants in the Arab Movement.
He could not realize, therefore, that the motives which had
helped to sustain them during months of desert warfare would
continue to do so, even if their enemies were France or
Britain.
He did not seem to realize that, however much the digni-
taries of Baghdad might repudiate the officers as men of
1	Reference to Sir Percy Cox in Tehran, found him unprepared to return
without complete authority.
2	He had spent about ten days in Baghdad, July, 1911: Events in Turkish
1 Ir^ July, 1911.
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